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Hailed as an American masterpiece of architecture

and design in 1928, the Los Angeles City Hall

remains one of the most admired buildings in 

the United States.  To preserve the city’s civic 

heritage, Project Restore pursued the 

monumental task of restoring the Los Angeles

City Hall to its original splendor, including 

restorative illumination of the façade.

Horton Lees Brogden reinterpreted the original

façade lighting to maintain the unique historic 

character of the structure.  Utilizing modern 

technologies— energy efficient luminaires that

incorporate long-life lamps— the updated lighting

provides a modern equivalent to the original plan

consuming one third of the power.  Balancing light

levels to compensate for the higher ambient light

inherent in a present day metropolis allows the

building to regain its prominence on the skyline.

Client: Project Restore

Engineer:  Antieri & Associates

Photographer:  Tom Bonner

This design has been recognized with an IIDA Award of Merit.


