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'62 Center for Theatre and Dance
Williamstown, Mass.
William Rawn Associates, Architects

Performing arts find several new homes at Williams

What is it about western Massachusetts that attracts people with artistic
sensibilities? The rolling hills of the Berkshires, to be sure, and maybe
the excitement and energy generated by the region’s concentration of
colleges and universities. Perhaps it's also the architecture—buildings
such as the new '62 Center for Theatre and Dance at Williams College.
Designed by the Boston-based firm William Rawn Associates, this four-
building complex, which includes the renovation of an existing theater,
brings together the college’s theater and dance departments for the first
time. During summer months, the center also houses the renowned
Williamstown Theatre Festival.
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Very much a part of the community, the '62 Center’s primary lobby

faces Main Street. Its narrow facade, glazed to reveal a wood-paneled interior, follows the pattern of narrow
elevations established by other buildings on the Williams campus. And, in keeping with Williams’ liberal arts
tradition, campus pathways weave through the building exposing the inner workings of the theater and
dance departments to students and visitors alike.

The '62 Center includes four performance venues. At 550 people, the MainStage Theatre is the largest
space, yet its warm wood interior maintains an intimate feeling among audience members. The CenterStage
Theatre, by contrast, serves as the workhorse for Williams’ theater department. Although it can seat 200
people, this studio theater balances adaptability with an industrial aesthetic. Other elements include
moveable balconies, a flexible lift, and a giant steel sliding door that opens directly onto the CenterStage
lobby.

Enclosed by glass walls on three sides, a 3,300-square-foot dance studio features dramatic views of the
Berkshires. On occasion, this rehearsal space performs double-duty as a special performance hall for small
dance productions and music recitals. Finally, the architect rehabilitated an existing space, the Adams
Memorial Theatre, and converted it into a 210-seat “thrust” theater”: a literal theater-within-a-theater defined
by a raised platform that juts into the audience.

Formal name of Project:
'62 Center for Theatre and Dance

Location:
Williamstown, Mass.

Gross square footage:
126,000 sq. ft.

Total project cost:
$39.9 million
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